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Attachment 2 
 
For: County Offices, CREP Technicians 
 NRCS Field Staff 

Meeting NEPA Requirements for CRP, CCRP & CREP 
Approved By:  State Executive Director 
 
 
LEF:LML:ll 
 

1 Overview 
 

A Background 
 

2-CRP (Rev. 4) assigned responsibility to FSA to assure that all CRP, CCRP 
and CREP contracts meet NEPA requirements.  NRCS previously handled this 
responsibility.  FSA, as an administrative agency, has no dedicated resources to 
adequately carry out this responsibility.  At the same time, NRCS has been 
instructed to take on the job of entering all new participants in NRCS programs 
and their farms into SCIMS, a task that FSA previously accomplished for all 
participants based on an extensive background in farm records.  
 
Based on the close working relationship FSA and NRCS have in the state of 
Oregon, an agreement has been reached to aide both agencies in accomplishing 
these newly assigned responsibilities.  FSA will be responsible for entering and 
maintaining SCIMS for all program participants for USDA FSA and/or NRCS 
programs.  In return, NRCS will resume responsibility for T&E Species and 
Cultural Reviews up to the point that consultation is needed. 
 

B Purpose 
 

This notice gives specific directions on the actions to be taken by NRCS and 
FSA in the State of Oregon as they relate to meeting NEPA requirements for 
CRP, CCRP, and CREP and for maintaining SCIMS for all participants in 
NRCS and FSA programs. 

 
Attached to this notice (Exhibit 1) is a joint memo from Larry Frey, State 
Executive Director, FSA and Bob Graham, State Conservationist, NRCS that 
gives specifics on the agreement made between the two agencies.   
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2 County Office Action 
 

A Completing Biological Evaluations on CRP, CCRP, CREP Contracts 
 

At the time that the Conservation Plan of Operation is being developed by NRCS or the 
TSP, the planner will address the issue of T&E species.  A Biological Evaluation 
Summary (Exhibit 3) will be prepared and submitted to FSA.  If the Summary 
determines: 

 
• there is “No Effect”, then no further action needs to be taken and the Summary is 

filed with the OR-EVT-1 (Environmental Evaluation and Resource Inventory 
Checklist, Exhibit 2) or the FSA-850 ( Environmental Evaluation) and the CPO.  The 
OR-EVT-1 must be signed by the technician as the preparer and by the CED as the 
responsible federal official on page 6.  The OR-EVT-1 may be used instead of the 
FSA-850 but if the FSA-850 is used then the technician must sign the FSA-850 along 
with the CED. 

 
• that the project is NLAA (Not Likely to Adversely Effect) and fits under the scope of 

the current CREP Biological Opinion (BO), no further action is necessary.  File the 
Summary and the OR-EVT-1 (or the FSA-850) with the CPO in the participants CRP 
file.  See the signature requirements mentioned above. 

 
• the project is not covered by the current BO or if the project involves bank shaping 

greater than 30 feet, removal or breaking of dikes, berms, levies or is for wetland 
restoration, the project must be submitted for consultation.  The Summary and the 
OR--EVT-1 must be submitted to the STO Conservation Specialist along with a 
completed “Request for ESA Consultation” (see Exhibit 4).  The CRP-1 can not be 
approved until the consultation is concluded. 

 
 B Addressing Cultural Reviews for CRP, CCRP, and CREP 
 

Part of the NEPA requirements that must be addressed at the time of planning is the 
Cultural Resources review.  Following the Oregon agreement between NRCS and FSA, 
NRCS planners will continue to submit the OR-EVT-1CR/TE (Exhibit 5) to the NRCS 
Cultural Resources Specialist.  If the project is determined to require a site visit, the 
NRCS Cultural Resources Specialist will be responsible for scheduling that site visit.  
The FSA County Office will: 

 
• become familiar with 1-EQ 

 
• receive a copy of the referral at the time it is submitted to the Cultural Resources 

Specialist by NRCS planner or TSP 
 

• receive a copy of the determination when it is returned from the Cultural Resources 
Specialist to the NRCS planner or TSP 

 

1-13-2005   Page 3 



Oregon Notice CRP-71 
 

1-13-2005   Page 4 

• file the OR-EVT-1CR/TE with the CPO and the signed OR-EVT-1 if the project is 
determined to not need a site visit and can proceed 

2 County Office Action, (Continued) 
 
 B Addressing Cultural Reviews for CRP, CCRP, and CREP (Continued) 

 
• be notified of any required site visit by NRCS when the determination is received. 
 

Note: If it is determined that a cultural site is present but will not be affected, 
this determination is returned to the NRCS planner or TSP and the FSA 
County Office is notified. 

 
• If it is determined that the action may adversely effect the resource then 

mitigation or feasible alternatives must be considered.  The SEC must be 
consulted.   
The CRP-1 cannot be approved until this consultation is completed. 

 

3 State Office Action 
 
 A Biological Reviews 
  
  The FSA State Conservation Specialist is responsible: 
 

• for conducting both formal and informal consultations with USFWS and NOAA 
Fisheries on any project that is determined either not covered by an existing BO or 
outside the parameters of  that BO 

 
• providing information to the affected FSA County Offices if consultation is required 

 
• for coordinating with NRCS personnel  

 
B Cultural Resource Reviews 
 

The FSA State Environmental Coordinator is responsible: 
 

• for conducting consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office or the Tribal 
Historic if the NRCS Cultural Resource Specialist determines that a cultural site will 
be adversely impacted. 

 
• For providing information to the affected FSA County Offices if consultation is 

required. 
 

• For coordinating with the NRCS Cultural Resource Specialist. 
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Attachment 4 

To: __________________, CED, FSA,________________Oregon 
 
From:, ________________, District Conservationist, NRCS, ______________Oregon 
 
Re: ________________________________________ 
 
NRCS has performed a cultural resource survey on the above project.  In accordance with 
our MOA for technical services with your office, an NRCS archaeologist has conducted a 
review of the project site and has concluded that there are cultural resource sites located 
in or near the project area, or that there is a high probability for undiscovered sites to 
exist.  As a result of these investigations, an NRCS archaeologist has concluded that 
consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office and the appropriate Tribe(s), in 
accordance with 36 CFR 800.6 guidelines implementing Section 106 of the NHPA is the 
proper course of action prior to proceeding with implementation of this project.  Attached 
is a description of the project and cultural resource review documentation to substantiate 
our assessment.   
 
If you have any questions regarding our survey, the procedures used, or the cultural 
resource compliance process, please contact Jenna Gaston, NRCS Cultural Resources 
Specialist at 503-414-3204 or email jenna.gaston@or.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
District Conservationist 
NRCS, __________, Oregon 
 
cc 
Lois Loop, Program Specialist, FSA, Portland Oregon 
 Landowner  
Jenna Gaston, Cultural Resources Specialist, NRCS Portland, Oregon 
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